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The 9th World Hindi
Conference, Johannesburg, South
Africa, 22-24 September 2012

Survival of Hindi in the
Caribbean, the Guyana Experience
By Varshnie Udho Singh of the
GuyanaHindi Prachar Sabha

| bring you greetings from your
Brothersand Sistersin Guyana. It is
agreat honour for meto addressthis
gathering at the 9th World Hindi
Conference. This year marked 174
years since the first Indian
immigrants arrived on the shores of
Guyana. That 2 out of the 9
conferences have been held in our
region of South America and the
Caribbean, we hope conveys the
interest and enthusiasm our brothers
and sistershavefor thisessentia part
of our heritage.

In Guyanaour forefatherscame
to the Caribbean with barely 3 things,
their religions, languages and
cultures. It was a very strong
foundation that saw them through the
hard days of slavery at the hands of
their colonial oppressors. It was a
foundation that through carel essness
we neglected to build on securely

with concrete and steel, using instead mere straws.
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Indian immigration started in
1838 with Indians coming from all
partsof India. Inmy ownfamily my
Ajha is from Orissa, my Ajee is
from Rajasthan, my Nanee from
Maharastra and my Nana from
Nepal. They came to Guyana as
indentured labourers which was a
fancy word for slave. Some came
initially on a 5 year bond with a
contractual arrangement for areturn
passageto India. Somewere misled
and some even kidnapped from the
land of their birth.

They travelled for many days
by boat in abysmal conditions, many
died and only the strongest survived.
From different regionsof Indiathey
were unified as Jahajis by their
common uncertain fate. They were
mostly uneducated, spoke different
languages, but they all had a
variable understanding of Hindi.
They retained their religions,
cultures, family values and
conviction to improve their lot.

The Hindi language continued
to be the language of
communication amongst the Indian
for along time to come. Many had

the desire to return to their motherland and after the



period of indentureship was over but the sugar planters
made it difficult to do so. Hindi language was taught
in makeshift Mandirs and Logees during the early
period of indentureship under the guidance of a
knowledgeable person among the Indians. Later it
shifted to bottom house schools (informal night
schools under the common stilt type houses).

It wasnot until 1876 when primary education was
made compulsory that the Indians started to send their
sonsto school. Sadly the education of girlswas never
given priority by the parents or the authorities until
the 1950's. Hindi schools run by Mandirs used to
receive a pittance as payment for the Hindi teacher
prior to our country's independence in 1966.

The present day situation isthat Hindi education
is left mainly to socio-cultural organisation like the
Guyana Hindi Prachar Sabha (G.H.P.S) to take the
initiative and responsibility. In 1954, independent
India, gave usthe gift of Hindi and Cultural teachers
through the ICCR, (Indian Council of cultural
Relations). We were blessed to have teachers like,
dynamic freedom fighter Shree Dr Kaka Sahib
Kalilkar, Babu Mahatam Singh, then Shrimatee Amma

Ratnamayee Devi Dixit, who transformed the
cultural junglein Guyanainto alandscaped garden of
Hindi and Culture. The G.H.P.S was established by
Shree Mahatam Singh in 1954. Both he and Amma,
went villageto village from one end of Guyanato the
other; training unpaid voluntary teachers and
establishing Hindi classes. Preparing students for
overseasHindi Examinations by Dakshin Bharat Hindi
Prachar Sabha, Madras 17. Many students, including
non-Indians,successfully wrote the Prathmic,
Madhyama and Rashtrabhasha examinations. Many
assisted the propagation of Hindi in those days from
1954 to the early 1960's.

Political turmoil aimed at destroying Indiansand
their culture a forced mass migration. Many of our
Hindi loving teachers migrated and Hindi suffered.
Those who remained in Guyana had to give priority
to survival under adestructive dictatorship. Very few
teachers and students remained, so for over 3
generations, Hindi suffered further.

G.H.P.Sremained and continued their village to
village activities throughout this turbulent period and
continue to fulfill their mandate to this present day;
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which my generation is fortunate to enjoy.

Today the G.H.P.Sunpaid volunteersgo to every
village to train teachers and establish Hindi classes.
We provide books, charts, past exam papers, syllabus,
we offer 5 levels of examinations every August;

1. Ba Bodh 1

2. Ba Bodh 2

3. Prarambha

4. Pravesh

5. Shabdavali(for nursery school children)

Modern day society, culture and politicians have
given Hindi a backseat in terms of priority. On one
hand they say Hindi should be aworld language, but
are not investing in teaching the diaspora who are
begging to be taught, in particular Guyana.

Theanswer to thisHi Techworldschallengesare
inthe Ramcharitmanas. To be ableto accessthe deeper
meaning we need Hindi. Our forefathers knew this
and used this knowledge successfully to produce
outstanding human beings, by living what they read,
every day of their lives. They passed down their
knowledgeto their children. Wetoo wish to teach our
children, to ensure the rich legacy of knowledge
continues, but we don't know enough Hindi.

At birth we were given Hindi names, as young
children, we were taught Hindi by our grandparents
or parents. We did not see the relevance too much at
the time but it made them happy. Once we were older
and more experienced, we could appreciate the
knowledge asthereismuch falseinterpretation of what
our scriptures say.

We used to read the Tulsicrit Ramayan from cover
to cover in pure Hindi. We have a good grasp of the
vocabulary. Learning Hindi actually helps you with
English grammatically romanised pronunciation does
not come close to the Devnagri script.

Oneof our greatest regrets and disadvantagesthat
we see now isthat we did not practice speaking Hindi
outside of Ramayan reading. Thisis acommonplace
situation in Guyana and the diaspora, where people
know to read and write but can't speak the language
to have an ordinary conversation. Or understand when
it is being spoken beyond a few basic sentences.

The Hindi lessons provided at the Mandir level
were based on Hindi text books such as Baitaal
Pacheesee, Prem Sagar, Nathuram's Pahli, Doosrieand



Teeserie Pustak and Baal Shiksha. In addition excerpts
from the Ramayan are used for normal and ethical
lessons. These are expanded in Ramayan Kathas and
at various yajnas.

To promote the cultural language of the Indians,
a reassessment of the present cultural situation is
needed. Somedimensionsof the existing situation vis-
avisHindi education are:

1. Atpresent thereisnoeconomicvaluetolearning
Hindi but thereisgreat life, spiritua and cultural
benefit

2. Thereis alove by our nation and region for
Hindi films

3. Hindi songs are popular with our nation and
region, especialy the fusion and remixes

4. Many Hindi words are embedded in the local

parlance

5. Pujas are conducted using Hindi and Sanskrit
Invocations

6. Parents continue to give their children Hindi
names

7. Hindi is spoken only by a few persons in our
nation and region

Our Knowledge of Hindi In Guyana:

We can read Hindi (alittle), we can write Hindi
(alittle),we know alittle about swar, we know a

little Vyangen, we know alittle of Matraor barah
khari(vowel signs), Adha Akshar (1/2 letters,

2-4 letter words, simple present tence (vartman
kaal),the AA, AY, EErule, TA, TAY,TEE rule,

simple present tense e.g. Mai Hindi sikhtee hu,
simple pastence e.g. Way Hindi sikhtay tay,

Simple future tense e.g. Hamaray baal bachay
Hindi sikhengay, imperitive (Vidhi) e.g. Tu ja- thou
goest, Tum jaow - you go, Aap Jaeay - you please go.

We can recite prayers and sing from memory in
Hindi and Sanskrit, but we have completely lost the
art of speaking Hindi and understanding the real
essence of our scriptures.

The challengeishow to propagate Hindi inanon-
Hindi Speaking Environment?

We have an approach to recommend for your
consideration and active pursuit. Which inour opinion
will help to ensure the survival of Hindi in Guyana
and the diaspora.

1. Thereis a need for flexible Hindi/English
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10.

11.

12.

speaking teachers, to come to Guyanaetc for at
least a3-4 year period and teach usto read, write
and particularly speak Hindi. The G.H.P.Swill
do all the groundwork and make all the
preparations for the teachersto function

We need the latest and most effective scientific
methods of teaching Hindi both spoken and
written. We need Hindi font software sowe can
create our teaching materials in better quality
than hand written, we can print our magazine
Gyanda and our Bol Chal book with ease.
Thereisaneedto haveaseriesof special graded
text books for the Hindi language written for
persons not necessarily familiar with the
language, but want to learn it. We recommend
strongly Samuchee Hindi Shikshabooks 1-4 by
Shree Veda Mitra and Hindi Rachna 1&2
(Grammar)

The creation of fund provided by supporters of
Hindi and Culture, to assist lovers of Hindi to
purchase books, pay for teachers, provide
learning aids/software etc so we can help
ourselves and help others

The textbooks must attempt to integrate Nagri
script and tranglation simultaneously
Thetextbooks must carry akey to pronunciation
of Nagri script and transation simultaneously
The use of abridgments of Indian classical and
historical texts should form a significant
component of the new text books.

Nursery picture books, junior Hindi dictionaries
with pictures should be compiled to go along
with the new text books

Learn Hindi, Audio cassettes, CD's, DVD's,
Y ouTubelectures, Hindi teaching websitesand
Hindi Software etc should be made available
free to all who wish to learn and teach

We also need our religious texts like the
Ramcharit Manas, The Bhagvad Gita,
Mahabharat, Vedas etc translated and made
available to us

We need Hindi lessonsand story booksin Amar
ChitraKatha style

We would like to see Hindi Lessons and
Classical/Religious/Historical Texts on CD,
DVD



13. We badly want Hindi to be spoken by the
diaspora particularly Guyana, within 5 years
In short the sweetness of Hindi hasleft our lives,
we recognized this since Hindi teachers stopped
coming to Guyana. Y et we have not been in slumber,
we have been working tirelessly to get help ever since.

We have been pleading with everyone we could
find, the India High Commission in Guyana( their
hands are tied) the Ministry of Education, India,
[.C.C.R, theMinistry of External Affairs, India, togive
us Hindi teachers, text books, dictionaries ( Hindi-
English, English-Hindi).

We have even written to and appealed in person
to Dr Karan Singh; Our Patron met him at his office
in 2011 and Guyanesein the UK petitioned him earlier
thisyear when he delivered the Shree BirlaMemorial
Lecture on the Bhagwad Gita at the Bharti Vidya
Bhavan. We have never received an acknowledgement
even, to date.

The G.H.P.S has attended 4 out of the 9
conferences, this is our 5th consecutive one and we
have learnt nothing. The World Hindi Conferenceis
aimed at advanced students and masters of Hindi, not
beginners like us. If Hindi is to be a major world
language, it will need to be taught worldwide. When
learning a new language you will need to start from
the beginning, the basics. Why not reflect thisin the
conference?

We are asking that for the 10th and every

to read, write and speak Hindi. We have been calling
for this recognition and inclusion in the World Hindi
Conference for over 20 years, at al levels and forum
without success.

Please let 2012 be the year you heed our call and
show us you are serious about Hindi being a major
world language starting with Guyana. Otherwisethis
will haveto be our last contribution to and attendance
of this conference. As the anticipated returns fall far
short of what we have to expend financially and can't
be justified.

| was given 3 minutesto present this paper having
travelled through 2 continents and having spent £3000
for my father and | to attend this conference. When
other delegates in my session were given ten minutes
and over! And some received financial assistance to
pay for air fare, hotel and expenses.

We are on bended knees with clasped hands and
all humility, begging this conference to help us.

Please give usHindi teachersto train our teachers
and students, so we can have Hindi as a spoken
languagein our lifetime.

Finally we invite the organisers to consider
Guyana as the venue for the 10th World Hindi
Conference.

Hindi is not just alanguage to us, its our life, if
Hindi dies, as Indianswe die.

Jai Hind ! Hindi MaaKi Jai Ho ! Dhanyabaad !

Conference to follow, special teaching sessions be —afutt 3e fog
included for novices, in workshop format. Using T
modern methods and techniques to teach beginners 3-8 : jaihindimaa@gmail.com
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